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Cowboy Action Shooting (CAS,) 
while getting to be one of the older 
shooting sports, still ranks as one of, if 
not the, most fun shooting disciplines to 
be found. The largest governing body 
of CAS is the Single Action Shooting 
Society (SASS) which has been 
welcoming shooters, young and old 
alike, into the sport for more years than 
many of the readers of Junior Shooters 
have been alive.

 What makes cowboy action shooting 
so attractive to so many is that within 
the confines of the sport a shooter can 
become another person, either a real 
historical figure or a fictional character 
as one sees fit.  Registration of an alias 
and the building of a shooting persona 
is all part of the fun of western action 
shooting. 

The sport is, more or less, a three-gun 
competition utilizing firearms that are 
representative types available before 
the turn of the 20th century. While few 
shooters use actual antiques from that 
period, the availability of replica arms 
are now more common that ever before. 
In this article, I will identify some of 
those firearms, both by general type 
as well as specific brands that one can 
obtain today.

From the junior shooter perspective, 
it is important to understand that the 
younger shooters, Buckaroos, are 
allowed by rule, to use rim-fire rifles 
and handguns which are typically 
smaller and lighter, making them more 
user-friendly to smaller hands. While 
in all the adult classes, the shotgun 
requirement calls for chambering in 
12, 16, or 20-gauge, the Buckaroo 
class allows .410 bore guns. These rule 
accommodations make for a safer firing 
line, as well as a much more enjoyable 
experience for those not yet ready to 
handle full-sized firearms and centerfire 
cartridges.

The firearm requirement for a typical 
western action shooting event is one 
rifle, either lever-action or slide-action, 
two single-action revolvers, and one 
shotgun which may be single-shot, 
side-by-side double barrel, slide-action 

By Ray Walters aka 
Smith N Jones FOR YOUNG SHOOTERS

A Ruger Single-six convertible .22LR/.22 Magnum with adjustable sights 
is also a great gun to start with. It is also good for practicing for the 
Modern category when moving up to shooting center-fires.

A perfect set of CAS guns for the young buckaroo. Top to bottom. 
Stoeger Coach gun .410.  Henry youth lever gun, .22 LR. A pair of 
Ruger S/S Bearcats.

COWBOY Guns
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(with exposed hammer,) or lever-
action (Winchester 1887 as a primary 
example).

The revolvers may be, as previously 
stated, centerfire or rimfire (in the 
case of the Buckaroo category) and 
representative of the period immediately 
prior to the turn of the 20th century. The 
choices are nearly endless and limited 
only by one’s personal choice and 
budget. For the youngest shooters who 
may find themselves more comfortable 
with a small frame size, mild recoil 
and report of a .22 rim-fire cartridge, 
the choices are usually limited to the 
Ruger Bearcat which is a true six-shot, 
single-action revolver. This sixgun 
has withstood the test of time being 
introduced around 1960 and now being 
made in a very handsome and rugged 
stainless-steel version that is both tough 
and accurate. For larger hands, there are 

Custom holster set for Ruger Bearcats 
from Kirkpatrick Leather

Author’s grandsons,Colt and Cody, with Henry youth lever-gun 
and Stoeger .410.

more selections available, including the 
Ruger Single-Six, the Heritage Single 
Action Army (SAA,) and Cimarron’s 
relatively new Plinkerton which is a 
true replica of a full-size sixgun in .22 
rimfire.

For the older youngsters who may 
wish to step up to a full-sized, single-
action, with centerfire calibers, the 
choices are legion, including guns from 
Ruger, Colt, Uberti, and some smaller 
manufacturers which are both strong 
and reliable and will endure years of 
practice and competition. The Ruger 
Vaquero, both new and old model 
versions are particularly popular as are 
the SAAs from Uberti and available 
from Beretta, Uberti, Cimarron, and 
Taylor’s & Company. New guns can 
be had from a variety of sources, and 
used guns abound in gun shops and on-
line. While there is more possibility of 

problems with a used gun, the reality 
is that it is pretty hard to hurt a good 
single-action revolver, and a little 
knowledge and discretion will go a long 
way in picking the right used gun. 

In the centerfire cartridge world for 
both handguns and rifles, the .38 Smith 
& Wesson Special reigns supreme both 
from a standpoint of low recoil as well 
as cost per round of ammunition. There 
are other choices available to the more 
creative, daring, or traditional shooters, 
including, but not limited to, .32-20 
(WCF) .32 H&R, .357 Magnum, .44 
Special and Magnum, .44-40 (WCF), 
.38-40 (WCF) .45 Colt, and .45 Smith & 
Wesson (Schofield). From a practicality 
point of view, most of these rounds are 
not going to serve most shooters well 
especially with considering the cost of 
buying factory-loaded ammunition. 

Basic set of CAS guns for the young adult shooter. Marlin 1894 .38 special, Double barrel 12-gauge coach gun, 
pair of Navy Arms Gunfighter .357s You can shoot .38 Specials or .38 Colts (cases from Starline).



SAFETY

By Andy Fink

Gun Handling

When handling guns, safety always comes first. It is something that needs to be taught when someone first 
starts shooting and then constantly reinforced. The muzzle must ALWAYS be pointed in a safe direction, 
NEVER EVER at anyone, including yourself.

Sixguns should be checked every time you pick one up. Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, open 
the cylinder, and check every chamber. When moving on the range, shotguns and rifles should be carried with 
the muzzles up and actions open, just as shown on this page by Jessica. 

I always recommend the use of safety flags. This shows everyone a visual picture that the chamber is 
blocked. Black Rain Ordnance just came out with a device that not only acts as a red safety flag but also 
a chamber lock for Modern Sporting Rifles (MSR or ARs). This is very easy to use and will not come out 
without the key. Make sure there is no pressure on it from the bolt when unlocking it. Check them out at www.
blackrainordnance.com.
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By Jessica Weekly (16) aka 
Little Red Sure Shot

My Cowboy Action Experience
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Cowboy Action Shooting, in my opinion, is one of the 
greatest shooting sports out there, not only for the shooting 
but also for the people. I first became interested in Cowboy 
Action after spectating at a few monthly matches. Everyone 
there was more than willing to lend me the equipment I 
needed to shoot. They let me try out their various guns so 
that I could get a feel for what was going to be the best fit 
for me. I shot my first match in May of 2014, and one of 
the cowboys that we had met at an earlier match allowed 
me to borrow all the equipment that I needed. Today, two 
and a half years later, I am competing with a Uberti 1873 
lever action rifle, and Pietta Thunderstorm revolvers. All are 
chambered in .357. My shotgun of choice is a Winchester 
1897 pump, and my holsters and shotgun belt are custom 
made by Murphy Leather.

Cowboy Action Shooting competitions are sanctioned by 
the Single Action Shooting Society, also known as SASS. 
Each SASS member is required to have an alias that they 
will go by when shooting. Mine, for example, is Little Red 
Sure Shot. Each shooter must also shoot each match under 
a specified category. There are several different categories. 
Some are based on age and others are based on shooting 
style. Duelist, Outlaw, and Gunfighter are a few of the 
categories based on style. Although the western attire is 
something that all competitors must take part in, there are 
some categories that have specific dress requirements. All 
categories are also separated into men’s and women’s. I 
compete in the ‘Young Gun’ category, This is an age-based 
category for ages fourteen to sixteen. 

A typical stage consists of 10 pistol rounds (five in each 
gun), 10 rifle rounds, and four to six shotgun rounds. The 
stage will have one or more positions from which your guns 
will be shot. Pistols are usually holstered but occasionally 
are staged on the table. You are given a scenario telling you 
the order in which you are to shoot your guns and also the 
sequence that the targets are to be shot in. Some scenarios 
are very specific, while others are more open-ended and 
allow for the shooter’s interpretation. If you shoot the guns 
or targets out of order, you receive a ten-second penalty, 
and a five-second penalty will be added for each target that 
you miss. You are timed from the instant the timer goes off 
until your last shot. Any penalties will be added onto to your 
original raw time. 

In January of 2015, I applied for the Cimarron and 
Pietta Young Gun Sponsorship. To apply you must make 
a short application video, have two to three letters of 
recommendation from people you shoot with, and also a 
copy of your grades. Cimarron will then select six Junior 
Shooters from the applicants to be members of that year’s 
Cimarron Young Guns. The chosen recipients will each be 
given a set of Pietta revolvers. After applying, I received an 
email from Cimarron requesting to set up a phone interview. 
A few weeks after the interview Cimarron called to inform 
me that I had been chosen as one of the 2015 Young Guns. 
This experience greatly helped to build my confidence as 
a shooter and was very motivating. I wanted to represent 
Cimarron and Pietta well. I would encourage anyone who is 
interested to apply for this program. Whether you have been 
shooting Cowboy Action for years, or are just getting started 
it was a great start for me. 

3-Gun
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Earlier this year I attended End of Trail (EOT). EOT 
is the world championship of Cowboy Action Shooting. 
It is held at Founders Ranch in Edgewood, New Mexico. 
Hundreds of shooters from around the world come to 
compete at EOT. This year there were 641 competitors. 
It was a week long. Monday and Tuesday were the warm 
up matches. These matches are not scored, their sole 
purpose is for competitors to get practice for the main 
match. They helped me to get warmed up and become 
comfortable with the unfamiliar range. They also helped 
me to adjust to the altitude and weather conditions I 
was shooting in. I felt these were very beneficial to me. 
Wednesday held the side matches, which I chose not to 
shoot in. 

End of Trail’s main match was Thursday through 
Saturday. The match consisted of twelve different stages. 
Each posse shot only four stages per day. Stage one of the 
first day everyone was nervous, and even though I don’t 
usually get nervous about shooting, I was nervous for my 
first stage. Once I understood the stage, I was ready to 
shoot. I got my guns and loaded them at the stage’s loading 
table. After my guns are loaded, I ran through the stage in 
my head a few times and then I focused on relaxing and 
breathing.  Now I was ready to shoot. My first stage ended 
up to be my best stage of the match. Saturday night after 
the main match was over they announced the top sixteen 
men and sixteen women that would be competing in the 
top gun shoot off the following morning. I was surprised 
to hear my name called as one of the top sixteen women 
to participate in the top gun shoot off. At the shoot off, I 
made it to the second round. I was happy with this for my 
first year attending EOT. Awards followed soon after the 
top gun shoot off. I placed 4th in my category, 12th for 

the women and 156th overall. 
My other accomplishments for this past year, aside from End of Trail, 

include 2015 Indiana State Young Gun Girl Champion, 2016 Ohio State 
Young Gun Girl Champion, International Black Powder Young Gun Girl 
Champion and Women’s Overall Champion, and the Mid-East Regional 
(Guns of August) Young Gun Girl Champion. A huge thank you goes out 
to all the shooters that have helped me along the way, I couldn’t be where 
I am today if it wasn’t for their help, support, and encouragement. The 
people in this sport are truly amazing. They encourage young shooters and 
not only help them get started but continue with an outpouring of support 
along their way. They want to see them succeed in not only cowboy action 

3-Gun



Check out my 
YouTube videos, 
search for Little Red 
Sure Shot!
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800-741-0015
brownells.com

Everything to 
maintain, repair, 
customize and 

shoot guns

All products 
100% 

GUARANTEED – 
FOREVER

SERIOUS
tradition
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but in everything they do.
So - why do I shoot Cowboy Action? I shoot Cowboy Action because I have a passion 

for it, but also because I enjoy the fellowship of the cowboys and cowgirls of the sport. I 
have always been inspired by the “Old West” era and the true grit of the people from that 
time period, this and my enjoyment of shooting made cowboy action an obvious choice 
for me. I have always enjoyed shooting sports in general, but I have come to appreciate 
the firearms of the old west. If you are interested in learning more about Cowboy Action or 
beginning your own Cowboy Action experience, I encourage you to check out the SASS 
website at www.sassnet.com or attended a monthly match near you. You can find locations 
and dates for matches on the website.

Left to right:Skeeter 
Lee, Little Red Sure 
Shot, and Chocataw 
Kid at the 2015 4th of 
July Memorial shoot. 
All Cimarron Young 
Guns.



By MACEY TADLOCK (13) aka Macey Magoo

WINNING TOP BUCKARETTE 

2016 IDAHO STATE 
SSAS CHAMPIONSHIP

During August, I went to the SASS Idaho State 
Championship for 2016 at the Jerome Rod & Gun 
Club. The range there is really nice; all of the bays 
are put together very well, and you can tell that a 
lot of time was put into making them.  They’re a 
lot nicer than the ones that I normally shoot at. 

I had a lot of fun at the shoot.  I shot pretty well 
throughout the match on the two days. On the end 
of the first day, on my last stage, the transfer bar 
broke on my pistol and fell in the cylinder and 
caused my last shot to misfire.  It was my first miss 
of the shoot. I was disappointed in my gun because 
it was fairly new since I bought it in April. I had 
to switch pistols after that and shot my dad’s extra 
set of .38’s. 

I only missed three shots throughout the whole 
weekend.  I had lots of fun shooting in Jerome.  All 
the people there were really nice. Lots of the same 
people I shoot with regularly were shooting with 
me that weekend.  I thoroughly enjoyed my Idaho 
State Championship.

The banquet on the last day of shooting was 
really nice and a lot of fun.  I ended up getting 
Best Dressed Buckarette and 2016 Idaho state 
champion Buckarette.  
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WINNING TOP BUCKARETTE 

2016 IDAHO STATE 
SSAS CHAMPIONSHIP
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Shooting her pistol at the SASS Idaho 
State Championship.

Shooting her shotgun at the SASS 
Idaho State Championship.Left Page: Macey with a pair of sixguns in 

her Ted Blocker Sidekick gunrig.

Macey also enjoys shooting in the Wild 
Bunch matches, She uses a Rock Island 

Armory 1911 GI standard .45 ACP in a Ted 
Blocker Holsters Wild Bunch rig.



Modern
By Mike Sacks

Hi there. I am Mike, a 
coach for Junior Shooters 

magazine as well as a certified 
pistol instructor and IDPA Safety 

Officer.
I started shooting 3-Gun 

matches about five years ago, and 
it quickly became my competition of 

choice. Let me say that I am old enough 
to be your grandfather and have been 

shooting competitively for over 40 years. 
I started shooting IPSC pistol competitions 

in 1982 and also shot at Camp Perry Nationals 
from 1983 to 1985. I love to shoot Trap and Skeet 

and really just about anything that shoots!  I just 
started Cowboy Action Shooting and let me tell you, 

pardner, it’s a ton of fun!  You get to dress up as a cowboy, 
too! Oh well, back to 3-Gun!

The sport of 3-Gun shooting is probably the fastest growing 
shooting sport that there is for good reason. It is fun! It 

challenges you and really makes you think! So what is it?
3-Gun shooting is, well, shooting with three guns 

during a controlled match. The three guns used are a 
pistol, a shotgun and what we call the ‘modern sporting 

rifle.’ The modern sporting rifle is a semi-auto carbine style 
rifle that most commonly shoots the 223 caliber round. 

A match has anywhere from three to seven stages which are 
shot one at a time by a squad of shooters. A squad typically has 10 

shooters that take turns running the stage until everyone is finished. 
Then the squad move to the next stage and so on until you and your 
squad have shot each stage. Large matches may have more stages and 
more shooters per squad.

A stage commonly uses a pistol, rifle, and shotgun. The targets can 
range in distance from 1 yard to commonly 300 yards but sometimes 
even out to 700 yds!  The targets include paper targets, steel plate 
targets that are static, steel plate targets that fall over, steel ‘popper’ 
targets that fall back and sometimes also throw a clay pigeon up in the 
air. Clay pigeons hanging from a string are sometimes found too!  

Each stage is set up differently and is defined by a shooting area 
that you cannot cross. It may be a simple 3-foot square that you have 
to shoot from, or it could be a defined path that you have to follow and 
engage the targets as you see them while moving in the defined shooting 
area. 

I just shot the High Desert Championship in Parma, Idaho. One of 
the stages was really cool. You start in a square 3’ x 3’ shooting area 
defined by orange painted 1” wood framing facing down part of the range. 
At the start position, you hold your rifle at ‘port arms,’ loaded. At the 
sound of the start signal, you engage 3 paper targets at 25, 50 and 75 yards 
with two rounds each. You then make your rifle safe and place it in a ‘dump 
box’ in a safe condition. Your pistol was already placed in the small part of 
the dump box in a safe condition. You then pick up your pistol and engage 
5 steel plates at 20 yards with two rounds each. You then make your pistol 
safe and placed it in the ‘dump box’. The shotgun, already placed on a table 

and loaded, facing down range off to your right about 10 yards away. You 
run to the table, pick up your shotgun and engage steel popper 

and steel knock down targets that are on the right side of 
a 20 yard wide by 75 yard long shooting area 

and then make a left turn for another 
20 yards and then turn 

left again into 

Wyatt 
(17) 
getting ready 
to run a stage at the 
MGM Ironman 
starting with 
his rifle.
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 3-Gun
Taylor 
(16) shooting 
her GLOCK 17 9mm 
at the High Desert match 
in Parma, Idaho 
2016.

Brock 
(15) 

shooting at the slug 
plate with his Mossberg 

930JM at the MGM 
Ironman.

another shooting area. Some of the targets you can see right away and others are only visible 
when you move along the course. Most targets are blocked from your vision by big blue 

barrels. As you move along, you knock down the steel as it becomes visible. After you 
make the first turn, there was what is called a ‘Texas Star’ that has 5 steel plates 

attached to the points of a star that starts to spin when you shoot the plates off. 
Fun! Then you move left again to engage more steel targets. There were a 

total of 27 shotgun targets! You are shooting and reloading on the move. 
Whoever shoots all the targets in the best time wins.   Sounds 

easy, right?  Well, 
maybe not but it is 

sure fun!
3-Gun shooting 

tests your ability to 
think and move in 

changing situations 
while having a great 

time!
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Three of our junior 3-Gunners: Jessica (16) with a Colt Competition rifle ready to 
compete at the highest levels right out of the box. Eotech red dot used as an optic 
shooting in the Limited class. Not your low end rifle. Middle: Poppy (13) with a 
Mossberg 20-Gauge with extension tube perfect for younger youth. Right: Ricky (14) 
shooting a stock GLOCK 17 9mm.

What About the 
Benjamins?

Wow! That’s a rough question!  My first thought is how much do you want to spend? 3-Gun 
matches require, well, 3 guns. A rifle, shotgun, and pistol. Most shooters put optics on their rifle, but 
iron sights are fine to start with.  You will be moving and reloading so you will need spare magazines 
for your pistol and rifle. Other equipment you will need is a belt to hold your holster and magazine 
pouches for pistol and rifle. You will also need some way to carry extra shotgun shells and slugs.  
Safety always comes first, and you need eye protection, hearing protection and maybe knee pads and 
elbow pads. Long pants and a long-sleeved shirt are recommended as you will probably go prone 
occasionally as well as using things around to support your arms for stable longer range shots. Ball 
caps are good to wear to keep you warm or cool but mostly for helping to keep the sun out of your 
eyes.  Good shoes are important to wear as you will be running a bit. (You wouldn’t want to be sliding 
around with firearms, would you?) 

You will need ammo. Lots of ammo. At the average match expect 50 rounds of ammo for each 
firearm to start with. I am shooting a match this weekend that uses 150 pistol rounds, 144 rifle rounds, 
80 shotgun shots and 12 slugs. Those round counts are what is needed if you are making perfect shots 
and not missing anything. I always bring twice as much as the match calls for. Especially shotgun 
shells. You can never have enough shotgun shells and places to carry them on your person. (Cargo 
pants pockets work just fine. 

So let’s run down a list of potential costs. Hopefully, you already have some of these things, or 
you may be able to share equipment with a friend who is also shooting. 

These costs are a rough estimate. You can spend thousands of dollars on a pistol or rifle. Shotguns 
can be $1,500 also. It all depends on what you can afford and how much you plan on shooting. 

$2,000+. Yep, it can cost you around that much if you need just about everything.
I strongly suggest that you do not run out with all your savings and buy equipment before you 

have shot a few matches. Borrow stuff. Rough it, as long as you are safe. Get to know what you may 
like or need. Defiantly watch what other shooters on your squad are using. Ask questions!  We at 
Junior Shooters magazine here in Idaho, coach a number of juniors throughout the year. It definitely 
gives these kids an advantage. Actually, one of our graduated juniors is the #1 Limited shooter in 
USPSA this year as well as winning many national 3-Gun Championships. 

Enjoy 3-Gun while being as safe as possible.

By Mike Sacks
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Dylan (18) shooting an FNH competition SLP which are sturdy and can 
take a lot of abuse during a 3-day match.

These costs are only a rough estimate.

Mossberg
930JM Pro
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Belt with holster, 2 pistol 
mag pouches, 2 rifle mag 

pouches and 2 4x4 shotgun 
shell holders  

$250

What Does it Cost to 
Be a 3-Gunnner

$20
Match Fee

$500
Pistol

$800
Rifle

$75
Optics

$10
Shell Bandoleer

Hearing protection

$1 $600
Shotgun

5 Slugs

$5
$5$6

25 Shotgun

$35
Ammo- 50 pistol$9

20 Rifle
Eye protection

$10
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STANDARD FEATURES:
• Accommodates Over 160 Calibers
• Uses Standard 7/8” x 14 Dies
• Loading Rate: 500-600 Rds./Hr.
• Comes With One Caliber Conversion
• Interchangeable Toolhead Assembly
• Automatic Powder Measure
• Automatic Primer System
• Lifetime Warranty

RL 550B
Progressive Reloader

Dillon Precision’sDillon Precision’s

dillonprecision.com
For FREE Catalog # K05-14690, call 800-762-3845
dillonprecision.com

Pictured here with 
optional accessories:

.45 ACP Die Set              K05-14404
Strong Mount                 K05-22051
Alum. Roller Handle       K05-17950
Low Powder Sensor        K05-16306
Aluminum Bullet Tray     K05-22214
RL 550 Toolholder with Wrench Set
                                      K05-11541
Cartridge Case Bin/Bracket
                                      K05-11185

 

 
800-784-4331 www.ruggedgear.com 

Rugged Gear Supports Junior Shooters 
Because We All Need Them! 

America’s young shooters are important to us all.   
These young athletes will be tomorrow’s adult shooters, 

preserving our shooting and hunting heritage.  These 
same young athletes are also good examples for others, 

both on and off the shooting range, portraying the 
 positive face of young people and 

firearms. 
 

Please join Rugged Gear as we support these young 
athletes and their shooting  

competitions. 

©2015 Magpul Industries Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Magpul holds a Trademark on all of its product names and logos.The following products are trademarks of Magpul Industries Corporation, registered in the U.S. and other countries: Magpul, PMAG.

PMAG
®

PMAG
®

PMAG D-60
DRUM MAG
The PMAG D-60 is a 
durable, lightweight and 
highly reliable 60-round 
5.56x45 NATO/.223 
Remington polymer 
magazine for AR15/M4 
compatible fi rearms.
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By Cameron Burke (17), Tayler Stout (16), Ricky Marston (15), 
Ashley Rumble (13), Joseph Murray (15), Macey Tadlock (13)

Cameron Burke (17) 
Running, sliding, zip-lining, driving a golf cart, all while shooting either a pistol, 

shotgun, or rifle. Does this madness have a name you wonder? Yes, this madness happens to 
be the sport of 3-Gun. 3-Gun is fun, exciting, and just flat out awesome. I feel very privileged 
to be able to shoot this sport and be able to use some amazing equipment, as a member of 
a great shooting team (Junior Shooters magazine). Before 3-Gun and Junior Shooters, I 
had been mostly shooting for fun or to put meat on the table, but never competitively. It all 
started by making one friend. My dad and I became frequent flyers at Boise Gun Company 
and had made some friends at the store, but ‘the one’ friend we made that got us started 
on this whole journey was Dave, Junior Shooters’ gun advisor. Dave told us about the 
program and invited us out to check things out. I was super excited to find out that at age 
14, I could shoot these crazy matches. The first match I was able to watch was the MGM 
Ironman, which I have now shot for three years in a row. It was so insane to see all of the 
professional shooters shooting this outrageous match, I instantly fell in love with 3-Gun.

Once I committed to the Junior Shooters team, I received phenomenal training and 
insight from all of the coaches in the Junior Shooters program. I quickly made all kinds 
of friends amongst my team, coaches, parents, and others in the shooting community. The 
shooting community alone will make you want to join the sport, there are some really 
amazing people in the shooting. Most of them would help you at a match in a heartbeat, 
whether you find yourself in need of a magazine or a whole rifle if yours goes down. 
Everyone I have met has been super friendly, and l have definitely made some really great 
friends throughout my experiences. If you stick with the sport, practice and compete, you 
will definitely see improvements in your abilities, as well as discover new things about 
yourself and your equipment every time you shoot a match. The skills learned through this 
sport build on themselves, and it becomes evident in your shooting.  For example, when I 
shot my first Ironman I got third to last out of everyone there. This last year I was in the top 
15, in the Trooper division. 

One thing I love about this sport is you can be short, tall, round, skinny, old, young, 
or anything else you can think of and still be able to compete. As long as you can hold and 
shoot a gun, you can do the sport until the day you die. It is an excellent skill to be able to 
develop and at the same time a great hobby. I am very thankful for all of the opportunities 
this sport has opened up for me. I would encourage anyone who is interested in the shooting 
sports to check it out and see if it is for you.

Cam in his trooper gear carrying 
all his guns, ammo, and more for 
the day. MGM Ironman 2016

I Like 

3-GUNW
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“3-Gun is fun, exciting, and just 
flat out awesome.” 

3-Gun
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Tayler shooting her 
rifle at the High Desert 
3-Gun match in 2016.

Ricky shooting an original M1 carbine 
in replacement of his pistol as that 

is allowed when shooting in the 
Trooper class. M1 Carbines are now 

manufactured by Inland Manufacturing 
and available through MKS Supply.

Ashley with her custom made 
3-Gun rifle with a STAG Arms 

barrel and lower receiver, Leupold 
BDC scope, Magpul offset sights, 

WARNE RAMP scope mount, 
Odin works extended mag release, 
Magpul BAD lever, and other parts 

from Brownells.

I Like 

3-GUN
Tayler Stout (16)
3-Gun consists of very different stages using a 

semi-auto shotgun, semi-auto pistol, and semi-auto 
rifle (normally a Modern Sporting Rifle or AR.) The 
stages are complex and exciting, with both close 
and long-distance targets. 

The matches require stamina and strength 
to get through each stage. Not only do you need 
to be physically fit, but mental dexterity is vital. 
Each stage is very thought out and involves a lot 
of thinking on your part. Even though some of 
the stages can be somewhat complicated, I have 
a blast running through them. Shooting in 3-Gun 
competition has helped me to improve as a shooter, 
both physically and mentally. 

I will definitely continue to shoot 3-Gun. It 
really is a fun and exhilarating. Many thanks to my 
parents, Junior Shooters magazine, and all of the 
sponsors that make this great sport possible. 

Ricky Marston (15)
Why I like 3-Gun is that I get to shoot 

a pistol, a rifle, and a shotgun on the same 
stage. 3-Gun is a fast paced sport, and you 
shoot and move on the clock with an eight-
minute par time.  I started 3-Gun because it 
sounded really fun and fast paced. Also, the 
targets and challenges are always changing 
depending on what match and the terrain of 
the country. 

Ashley Rumble (13)
At practices, I’ve been able to get 

a small idea of what three gun is like. In 
some ways, it’s drastically different than 
everything else I’ve been doing. There’s 
a lot more action involved. Climbing, 
crouching, shooting prone, and lots of other 
things make it a lot more physical than 
what I’ve done before. There seem to be no 
limits to what you can do in it. Even just at 
training and practices, it seems like a whole 
new world to me. 

The amount of dry fire and live fire 
really help me get a feel for whatever firearm 
I’m using.  That is a big plus because there 
is so much to focus on the three guns, that 
whatever I can do by instinct saves room 
for something else.  

All of the coaches we have are really 
helpful and very knowledgeable in the 
sport.  They all walk us through everything 
we may need to know, and make sure we 
are doing it right every time.

Learning all of this may sound like 
work (and in some ways it is), but it’s really 
fun.  Someday soon I’ll be doing a real 
3-Gun competition, and what I learn here 
will go a long way to making it easier.
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Joseph Murray (15)
In the competitive shooting world, 

there is a multitude of sports or different 
variations of shooting.  These can span from 
a long-range rifle to USPSA, to 3-Gun.  All 
of these sports are a ton of fun, and you 
can even learn some important life lessons 
from these matches.  Out of all the shooting 
sports, I would have to say that 3-Gun is 
probably my favorite of the shooting sports.  
In the following paragraphs, I wish to 
explain why I have included 3-Gun into my 
life of adventures.

3-Gun is a sport that consists of the 
shooter wielding a rifle, a pistol, and a 
shotgun to hit targets from up close and 
personal to long-range.  3-Gun requires a 
great balance of all skill sets that is sure to 
keep you interested.  The options available 
in 3-Gun are so wide that I have never gone 
to a 3-Gun match and said, “Oh boy, this 
one again,” which can happen in other 
disciplines of shooting.

This is a fast paced sport that will 
always keep you on your toes.  Another 
aspect of 3-Gun that I like is that it is 
physically demanding and is a challenge.  
3-Gun will teach you a lot of different skills 
in shooting and in life.  These skills can 
range from learning the newest technique 
for shotgun loading, math for how to hit 
your long-range shots, or even the ability 
to stick with something until the end and to 
have the patience to succeed.  With all these 
skills that I have learned from 3-Gun, I am 
not only able to succeed in shooting, but I 
also am more prepared for life inside and 
out of school.

The sport of 3-Gun is my favorite 
of the shooting sports as I find it to be so 
enjoyable.  All of the different skills you 
can learn from 3-Gun just add up to make it 
the best shooting sport out there.  It allows 
me and my family to spend quality family 
time on the range and to go on trips to major 
matches, and I even get to see different parts 
of our country too.

In summary, 3-Gun is the perfect 
melting pot of shooting that every shooter 
can appreciate.  I would recommend it to 
any shooter, new or veteran because it is the 
great equalizer of all skill sets.  I guarantee 
you that once you start, you will not stop.

Macey Tadlock (13) 
I like 3-Gun the best out of any shooting sport I do.  It is a lot of 

fun to shoot with people my age instead of way older as in CAS. Even 
though I haven’t done 3-Gun, it is my favorite.  From the moment I 
started, I knew I would be shooting 3-Gun for a long time.  I like how 
fast paced it is and the kind of guns I shoot in it.  I shoot a 92 Beretta, 
Stoger M3K semi-auto shotgun, and an AR-15.  

Macey just started 3-Gun 
this year and loves it. She 
now shoots both 3-Gun 

disciplines; Cowboy 
Action Shooting (CAS) 

and modern 3-Gun.

3-Gun
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By Randy Irish

In my past experience, I have mostly 
had to equip fully grown adults, who 
have a larger surface area, with gear 
and ammunition. So when I reached the 
challenge of having to equip my son, who 
as you can see is holding a broom stick 
in one of the pictures. That used to be the 
equivalent of his size at the time. I had 
to find a way to adequately gear him up 
to the point where he had the amount of 
ammunition that the adults are competing 
with. At the same time, he still needed a 
large amount of mobility for a youth-sized 
junior shooter not to become frustrated with 
the sport or discouraged with something 
that truly excites them. 

First, a vest at your average army 
navy store can easily be tightened up with 
the straps in the back and shortened at the 
waist. This allows for the placement of 
more pistol magazines and shotgun ammo. 
Don’t forget to sew in a shooting pad for 
the junior’s shoulder. A shooting pad while 

How to put shooting 

gear and ammo on a 

broom stick!

shooting the shotgun is a must that helps 
resist the recoil and prevents flinching. 
No one likes to get their butt whooped by 
a hard kicking firearm. Second, a Blade-
Tech fully adjustable Velcro belt, this 
works great for ammo caddies, more pistol 
magazine caddies, and AR pouches. If your 
youth is very small, you may have to use 
drop holsters for the pistol they shoot on the 
dominant side and optionally AR magazines 
on the other leg. Each shooter is always 
different so move equipment around until it 
feels comfortable and natural, and then 
PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE.!

Assimilate reloading from the pouches 
and caddies, as you pick up speed and 
experience some fine tuning to your gear 
and placement will change. After you’ve got 
your gear on you, feel the weight and how 
it slows you down. Don’t get discouraged, 
because in reality, you’re probably packing 

Right: When 
Wyatt first 
started, he was 
barely as tall as 
the broomstick 
and almost as 
skinny!

Above: That is a whole lot of 
gear and ammo to put on a 
broomstick!

the weight of yourself over again. You 
will be slower, but you will have enough 
supplies to finish and finish strong. As 
you get older and bigger, your style and 
placement of articles may change, this will 
depend on your preference at that time. You 
may transition to all of your equipment on 
one belt or stay with the same system that 
you have developed.

Now here comes the fun part for us 
adults. You may look awkward and slow, 
and you’ll look back at us smiling and 
laughing but not at you. To us, it is so cool 
to see our kids accomplishing a task that is 
difficult and grueling even for adults, and 
that it brings joy to our hearts. Look and 
study the pictures from this article and this 
magazine for ideas that may help you. 

Thank you,
Coach, Junior Shooters team.

Gear
Broomstick Front
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Top: Front, left, 
back, and right. 
Every possible 
use of space.

Far right: A 
shoulder pad was 
sewn into the 
inside of the vest 
Randy picked up 
at the local Army/
Navy store.

Front

Left

Right

Back

Left: Coach and parent Randy 
Irish. Randy is a Hunter 
Education, and NRA instructor 
and was also a military small 
arms instructor. He is our 
primary coach for the Junior 
Shooters team.
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The 3-Gun match of your dreams, 
hardest match I have ever shot, is this 
match even for real? These are only a few 
remarks you would have heard from this 
year’s Ironman 3-Gun match. It was my 
third Ironman, and I have to say it gets 
better and better every year. It is held at 
the Parma Rod and Gun Club in Parma, 
Idaho. If you have never been there, the 
first thing you will notice is the terrain; 
desert landscape with the infamous Parma 
moon dust.  What is Parma moon dust you 
ask? Well, it is the alien dust that lives at 
the Parma gun range. It flows, like water, 
into every space in every gun you shoot, 
and comes out like a red Kool-Aid stain on 
your favorite white shirt.  It never comes 
out. Other than the moon dust, the range 
is a great range to shoot at. It has several 
pits, ranging from pistol pits to long range, 

5

6

1 2

MGMIRON
out to 710 yards and another out to 900. 
The Ironman made use of 14 pits, with 10 
intense and challenging stages. The match 
is definitely the craziest match I have ever 
shot. Throughout the 3-day competition, 
shooters are faced with everything from 
carrying a stuffed monkey on their back 
while shooting an entire stage to zooming 
down a zip line while attempting to aim 
and shoot at the same time! The match is 
challenging but at the same time the most 
fun match to be a part of. 

There are all kinds of people that 
shoot the Ironman, from military and law 
enforcement and professional shooters 
to people who just love to shoot.  Along 
with a diverse group of people who shoot 
the match, there is diversity in the classes 
or divisions you can shoot in.  The Scope 
Tactical class is a standard class that 

allows shooters to use magnified optics 
and standard 3-gun shotguns and pistols.  
The Limited class doesn’t allow the use of 
any sort of magnification optics, while the 
Open class allows the shooter to use almost 
anything they want.  In the Heavy Optics 
class, shooters can use a .308 rifle and a .40 
pistol.  Last, but not least, the Trooper class 
(which is the class I shot), allows shooters to 
shoot just about whatever they want, but the 
Trooper division shooters must carry all of 
their gear for the 3-days with them to every 
stage, and they must do so without the help 
of others, or the use of carts or vehicles. 

In this division I carried all of my 
ammo, cleaning supplies, the six guns I 
brought to compete, and everything else 
I would possibly need. All my gear put 
together weighed just over 150 pounds, that 
I carried for all three days of the match, 

 Stage Three, The Widowmaker

 
The Biggest, Baddest, & Best!3-Gun



By Cameron Burke (17)
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3

1. Alisah climbing up the 40 foot tower.
2. Cam shooting from the top of the tower with the 
wind blowing and moving it while he is shooting at 
small rifle targets.
3. Ben coming down the slide magazine out, rifle 
cleared, finger off trigger, barrel pointed down-
range.
4. Jack shooting another set of small targets at 100, 
200, and 325 yard.

4

7 8
MGM MAN

5. Poppy shooting the shotgun at a Texas star after 
shooting clay poppers on the right and getting 
ready to shoot more ahead of her.
6. Justin is shooting at pistol targets.
7. Shotgun/clay poppers, dump box for the shotgun, 
pickup pistol and shoot poppers and paper turn to 
the right and more pistol.
8. Danny shooting the long-range bonus targets 
hopping for extra points before the clock runs out.

 Stage Three, The Widowmaker
Lots of people time out on this stage and go right up to the eight minute maximum. 
Yes, that is 8 minutes for one stage! Not even a third of the targets are shown here.

 
The Biggest, Baddest, & Best!
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from stage to stage. One of the things I 
enjoyed the most about the Trooper division 
was coming up with creative ways to shoot 
a stage, deciding on a strategic game plan 
and how much of a particular ammo I had 
left. There were a few stages toward the end 
of the 3-day match that I had to do some 
serious strategizing to conserve 9mm ammo.  
The beauty of the Trooper class is you could 
put five shotguns on a stage if you wanted, 
to never have to reload.  It also allows for 
the use of a pistol caliber carbine instead of 
a pistol, which was what I used throughout 
the match and it was awesome! 

The only thing better than facing the 
challenge of shooting the amazing stages 
and getting to shoot a pistol caliber carbine 
was shooting the match with an amazing 
squad. I have had the privilege to shoot with 
the same group of guys and gals every year I 
have shot the Ironman, and to be honest they 
are a huge part of what makes the Ironman 
so great for me. The first year I shot the 
match the squad took me under their wing, 
giving me advice and support through the 
whole competition. One of the outstanding 
men, Jason, even took me to a pit to work 
on pistol shooting after the first day of the 
match, when he could have been relaxing 
with his team after a long day of shooting. 
Another member of the team and veteran 
Trooper shooter, Jeff, helped me out more 
than I could have asked for this year as a first 
year Trooper.  I have the utmost respect for 
Jeff, Jason, and everyone else in my squad.  
The entire squad has encouraged me, given 
me advice, and helped me in many other 
ways.  They have shown me what it means 
to be a good squad member.  They were 
always willing to help one another, whether 
that was an encouraging or motivating word, 
calling out overlooked or unengaged targets, 
or, for the non-Trooper shooters, giving 
them ammo when they ran out on a stage 
or loaning a gun when one went down. It is 
more than a competition it is an opportunity 
to share a sport we love with new and old 
friends.  I would like to thank those who 
were in my squad, and I hope to get the 
chance to shoot with them again next year. 

In addition to my squad I have to thank 
the amazing Junior Shooters coaches 
who introduced me to this amazing sport, 
provided training, and have given their 
expertise, support, and donated their time 
to promote shooting sports, gun safety, and 
responsibility and respect for the youth 
of our area.  Also, big thanks to all of my 
teammates at Junior Shooters for their 
support and friendship.  And of course, we 
could not do all of this without the Junior 
Shooters magazine sponsors and all that 
they do. So thank you to them as well. I 
would like to give special thanks to Mike 
and Rhonda Gibson and their family for 
putting on an amazing match and for giving 
so much support to the juniors in this sport. 
Thank you to all of the range officers who 
worked in the heat and dust for the week of 
shooting. 

Now that the match is all said and done, 
I can’t wait to do it even better next year!

 
The Biggest, Baddest, & Best!



712-Gun and 3-Gun Competitions Special Edition 2016

 
The Biggest, Baddest, & Best!

Yes, it is the biggest, baddest, and best 3-Gun match there is. Here is 
a collage of some of our juniors over the last few years. Notice the zip 
line and there is also a weak-hand stage (see if you can find the three 
photos where the shooter is shooting left-handed.) On one stage you 
have to move through three bays: the trenches, the shotgun, and then 
carry a simulated person (dummy wrapped in tape) around to another 
bay. Have you ever had to shoot a shotgun from under a cable wheel?



72 www.juniorshooters.net



• 32” PORTED BARREL 
• RAISED RIB
• TURKISH WALNUT 
   STOCK WITH 
   MONTE CARLO
• EXTENDED,
     KNURLED CHOKES
• TUNED TRIGGER

RACKING UP THE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS CZ 612 TRAP

2016 MISSOURI STATE FITASC PRELIM CHAMPION
2016 TEXAS DOVE HUNTER ASSOCIATION HOA -- 100 STRAIGHT!
2016 POWDER CREEK CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP M1
2015 BENELLI INVITATIONAL SPORTING CLAYS RUNNER UP
2015 MISSOURI STATE SPORTING CLAYS CHAMPION HOA
2015 MISSOURI STATE FITASC CHAMPION
22015 MISSOURI STATE SPORTING CLAYS PUMP CHAMPION
2015 MISSOURI STATE SPORTING CLAYS 12 GAUGE CHAMP
2015 IDAHO STATE SPORTING CLAYS OOS RUNNER UP
2015 US OPEN PUMP EVENT
2014 NEBRASKA STATE SPORTING CLAYS CHAMPIONSHIP 

PUMP EVENT -- 100 STRAIGHT!
22014 NSCA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS PUMP 

EVENT CHAMPION

$499 MSRP
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Ashbury Precision Ordnance custom 
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XAR17 3-Gun rifle, and Tactical 
Solutions X-Ring .22 LR rifle.
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BLADE-TECH Outside the Waistband (OWB) holsters are some of the 
most popular designs on the market today; being used to concealed 
carry for duty and personal protection as well as being worn by some 
of the best marksmen in modern competitive shooting sports. Whether 
you use a holster for work, competition or personal defense, BLADE-
TECH offers you the highest quality, best option for almost any need.

W W W . B L A D E - T E C H . C O M 8 7 7 . 3 3 1 . 5 7 9 3

» TO PURCHASE OR GET MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT US AT FIND US ON: 10%
off

use coupon 

j r s t 2 0 1 5

752-Gun and 3-Gun Competitions Special Edition 2016




